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     2 0 2 5  h a s  b e e n  a  v e r y  g o o d  y e a r  a t  H e a l i n g  P a w s  f o r
W a r r i o r s  a n d  w e  h a v e  m u c h  t o  b e  t h a n k f u l  f o r …  o u r
d e d i c a t e d  v o l u n t e e r s ,  f o s t e r s ,  g r a d u a t e  m e n t o r s ,
d o n o r s / s p o n s o r s ,  b o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  m o s t  o f  a l l ,  o u r
g r a d u a t e s !  I t  i s ,  a n d  a l w a y s  h a s  b e e n ,  a  t o t a l  t e a m  e f f o r t  t o
f u l f i l l  o u r  m i s s i o n  o f  “ S a v i n g  L i v e s  a t  B o t h  E n d s  o f  t h e
L e a s h . ”  O u r  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  g r a d u a t e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e
i n  2 0 2 5 .  T o  d a t e ,  w e  h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  o v e r  7 1  v e t e r a n  t e a m s …
t h a t  i s  1 4 2  l i v e s  s a v e d !

     O u r  v o l u n t e e r s ,  f o s t e r s ,  a n d  g r a d u a t e  m e n t o r s  s e l f l e s s l y
d o n a t e  t h e i r  p r e c i o u s  t i m e  t o  e n s u r e  o u r  p r o g r a m
c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h r i v e .  O u r  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n g a g e
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p r o v i d e  o u t r e a c h  t o  i d e n t i f y  e l i g i b l e
a p p l i c a n t s  w h i l e  e n s u r i n g  w e  f o l l o w  s t r i c t  n o n p r o f i t  f e d e r a l
a n d  s t a t e  g u i d e l i n e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  o u r  d o n o r s  a n d  s p o n s o r s
a r e  t h e  l i f e b l o o d  o f  o u r  p r o g r a m ,  w h i c h  e n s u r e s  w e  c a n
c o n s i s t e n t l y  m a i n t a i n  a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  i s  p r o v i d e d  a t  N O
C O S T  t o  o u r  v e t e r a n  t e a m s .  T h i s  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e
H e a l i n g  P a w s  f o r  W a r r i o r s  d o e s  n o t  r e c e i v e  a n y  f e d e r a l  o r
s t a t e  f u n d i n g .

      I ’ d  b e  r e m i s s  i f  I  d i d n ’ t  m e n t i o n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
p a r t n e r s  w h o  s u p p o r t  u s .  B e a s t  C o d e  i n  F o r t  W a l t o n  B e a c h
a l l o w s  u s  t o  u s e  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a r e a  f o r  a c a d e m i c  t r a i n i n g ,
w h i c h  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  b e g i n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  t a s k  o f  t e a c h i n g  t h e
v e t e r a n s  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  w i l l  n e e d  t o  k n o w  a b o u t
t r a i n i n g / m a i n t a i n i n g  a  s e r v i c e  d o g .  N o r t h w e s t  F l o r i d a  S t a t e
C o l l e g e  n o t  o n l y  l o a n s  u s  a  s t o r a g e  o f f i c e  a n d  p a r k i n g  a r e a
f o r  o u r  v e h i c l e s ,  b u t  a l s o  i n t e g r a t e s  o u r  c u r r i c u l u m  i n t o
t h e i r  s t u d e n t  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  D e s t i n -
F o r t  W a l t o n  B e a c h  A i r p o r t  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e c u r i t y
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m a k e s  s p e c i a l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  f o r  u s  t o
t r a i n  o n  b o a r d i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t .  T h e s e  a r e  j u s t
a  f e w  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  c o n t i n u a l l y  s u p p o r t
u s .



     S o m e  o f  o u r  n o t e w o r t h y  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  t h i s  y e a r :

A  r a t h e r  l a r g e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  t h i s  y e a r  w a s  o b t a i n i n g  a
B e t t e r  B u s i n e s s  B u r e a u  ( B B B )  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  m e e t i n g  a l l
2 0  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  C h a r i t y  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  a  C h a r i t y
N a v i g a t o r  f o u r - s t a r  r a t i n g  w i t h  a  1 0 0 %  s c o r e !  T h i s
s o l i d i f i e s  o u r  r e p u t a t i o n  N A T I O N A L L Y  a s  b e i n g  w h o  w e  s a y
w e  a r e  w h i l e  g i v i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  o u r  d o n o r s  t h a t
d o n a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  s p e n t  d i r e c t l y  o n  o u r  m i s s i o n  o f  s a v i n g
l i v e s .

W e  i n i t i a t e d  a  q u a r t e r l y  n e w s l e t t e r ,  “ P a w s  T a l e s ” ,  t o  k e e p
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  i n f o r m e d  o f  e v e n t s ,  t r a i n i n g ,  v o l u n t e e r
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  g r a d u a t e  i n f o ,  a n d  m o r e !

     O u r  f u t u r e  g o a l s  a l s o  i n c l u d e  g r o w i n g  b o t h  o u r  v o l u n t e e r
a n d  m e n t o r  n e t w o r k s ,  f o r m i n g  s t r o n g e r  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h
s h e l t e r s ,  V A  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r s ,  a n d  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s .

     W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  o u t r e a c h  o n  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l
m e d i a  a n d  t h r o u g h  i n - p e r s o n  b r i e f i n g s / t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e
c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  d o n o r s / s p o n s o r s  f o r  p r o g r a m  f u n d i n g  b y
p r o m o t i n g  o u r  t r a i n i n g  s u c c e s s e s  a n d  t h e  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  t h e y
p l a y  i n  s a v i n g  l i v e s .

     H e a l i n g  P a w s  f o r  W a r r i o r s ,  I n c .  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h r i v e  i n
o u r  m i s s i o n  o f  s e r v i n g  v e t e r a n s  w h i l e  a l s o  s a v i n g  d o g s ’
l i v e s .  T h a n k s  t o  e v e r y o n e  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u ’ v e  d o n e  t h i s
y e a r  t o  h e l p  u s  m e e t  o u r  m i s s i o n .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  y o u r
c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t !

D e n n i s  K r e b s
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
H e a l i n g  P a w s  f o r  W a r r i o r s ,  I n c .



Our Team

S A M  H A Y
E X E C U T I V E  A S S I S T A N T
E V E N T  C O O R D I N A T O R

L I S A  R U S S E L L
T R A I N I N G  D I R E C T O R

R A Y C H E L L  P O L L A R D
A S S I S T A N T  T R A I N E R

B U D  F L A H E R T Y
C H A I R M A N

L E N O R A  C O O K
V I C E  C H A I R M A N

T A M I  M A N A R D
S E C R E T A R Y

D A V I D  M C M I L L I A N
T R E A S U R E R

T E R R Y  C O W A N
P A S T  C H A I R M A N

B O A R D
M E M B E R S

J O A N N A  S O R E N S E N M E G A N  G E H L B A C HS H A U N  F O S T E R

S C O T T  &  K E N D R A  B A T E S
&  Z E K E

C A S E Y  C O N T R I
&  F A L C O N

C O M M U N I T Y
O U T R E A C H

A M B A S S A D O R S  

M O N I K A  B A L T A Z A R  &
B U D D Y

B O A R D  M E M B E R



Organizational Organizational 
O V E R V I E WO V E R V I E W

B R I N G I N G  A W A R E N E S S  T O  V E T E R A N
S U I C I D E ;  R E D U C I N G  T H E  N U M B E R S

O N E  S E R V I C E  D O G  A T  A  T I M E .

S A V E  A  V E T E R A N .
R E S C U E  A  D O G .

Program Program 
F O C U SF O C U S



Planning for the Future



Financials



Assets



A Year . . .
16th Annual 

Juanas Pagodas Penguin Plunge 

Impact 100
Membership Meeting

Knights of Columbus
Charity Golf Tournament

Graduation Ceremony

June - Gryms Men
Barbers for Battle Buddies

September - Destin Sunset Rotary
Sandy Bags on the Bay
Cornhole Tournament

January

March

April

April

June
September



. . . in Review
October - FWB Chamber

Dog Daze

October - United Fidelity Banks
Community Day

November - FWB Chamber
Military Appreciation Day

November - Eggs on the Beach

November - Pensacola Jeeps
Heroes & Horsepower

5th Annual Show & Shine 

December - FWB
Christmas Parade

October

October

Nove
m

ber

Nov
em

be
r

Nove
m

ber

Dec
em

be
r



     “I am a United States Air Force veteran who, unfortunately, struggles
with PTSD. My disability has significantly impacted my daily life and
prevented me from engaging in many routine activities, such as
working, grocery shopping, social events, etc. However, everything
changed when I received my service dog, Molle, from Healing Paws for
Warriors. Molle has restored my sense of purpose, independence, and
confidence. With her support, I've been able to resume essential
activities such as returning to work again - Molle and I are a proud
team working together in my daughter's school district where they've
been more than accommodating. I am now able to provide for my
family; something I thought was no longer possible. I know I wouldn't
be where I am today without Molle. My gratitude and appreciation
goes to Healing Paws for Warriors for blessing me with Molle in saving
my life.”
                                                                                                              ~Guadalupe & Molle

Success Stories

     Being the wife of a veteran with a service dog has been an
unexpected gift—one that’s brought healing not just for my
husband, but for me as well. Life after service hasn’t been easy.
The invisible wounds my husband carries—PTSD, anxiety, and
the emotional weight of his experiences—often made our home
feel like a battlefield of its own. When his service dog, Zeke, came
into our lives, I expected the dog to help him.
     What I didn’t expect was how much Zeke would also help me.
Before Zeke, I felt like I always had to be “on”—hyper-aware of
triggers, anticipating Scott’s reactions to these triggers, and
constantly trying to hold everything together. The arrival of Zeke
created a shift. This incredible animal, trained to sense my
husband’s distress before it even surfaces, has become an
emotional buffer, bringing a calm we haven’t felt in years. The
pressure has eased. I can breathe again. I am not the only one
watching over him anymore.
     The dog has done more than provide support—he has helped
restore a sense of normalcy and even joy in our lives. I have my
husband back, our children have their father back! I’ve watched
my husband smile more, sleep better, and take steps outside the
house he never would have taken alone. But for me, the most
powerful impact has been the companionship. On days when
the weight of caregiving feels overwhelming, Zeke is there—
offering comfort, loyalty, and a quiet reminder that we are not
alone in this. In many ways, Zeke has become a partner in my
healing too.
 -                                                                                       Kendra ( Zeke's Mom)



1.  A veteran must fill out an application, attach a current picture, and include a
recommendation by a mental health professional stating the veteran is suffering
from a primary diagnosis of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Traumatic
Brain Injury (TBI), or Military Sexual Trauma (MST). It is important to note that the
veteran did not have to serve in combat or have been on active duty when they
received their trauma to enter into our program.

2.Led by veterans, the program uses peer mentorship and professional training to
create certified service dog teams, reducing veteran suicide and improving quality
of life while giving shelter dogs a second chance.

3.  Following an interview with the veteran, both the trainer and the executive director
complete a home inspection to verify that the environment is safe for the canine
and also assess any special requirements for the dog, such as stair or mobility
equipment training if the veteran also has a physical disability.

4.  After completion of the home visit, we conduct an individual background
investigation to ensure there has not been a history of violent crimes recorded.

5.  Once a veteran is accepted into our program, our professional trainer searches
for a dog at our local shelters/rescues that meets the criteria of the trauma(s) for
the veteran. Once found, our trainer then accomplishes 6-8 weeks of training with
the service dog applicant. Once the service dog meets HP4Ws criteria, the veteran
will be paired with the dog to undergo another 2-3 months of training with our
trainer and designated graduate mentors to learn how to use the service dog.

     

Receiving a HP4Ws Service Dog



     Our program believes it takes not only a trained service dog, but also veterans who
have faced some of the same challenges, teaching the veterans how to effectively utilize
the service dog. 
 
      Depending on the veteran’s individual needs, dogs will be trained specifically for
them as a Certified Service Dog. A Certified Service Dog is allowed by law to enter
public places such as the veteran’s workplace, restaurants, buses, stores, etc. These are
rights outlined in the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Once the dog is fully
trained in the individual tasks, it will be certified as a service dog. They will graduate with
both the Healing Paws for Warriors K9 Good Citizen and Healing Paws for Warriors
Good Citizen-Public certifications. 
 
     Once the veteran / K9 teams have graduated, they will be invited to mentor incoming
trainees to help them transition into our program. We feel this is very beneficial to both
the new trainee and the experienced veteran. 

It costs between $13,000 - $15,000 to train a veteran team,
which includes all supplies and equipment, veterinarian charges,

training fees, prevention medications, etc.

Receiving a HP4Ws Service Dog (cont’d)



Get in Touch!
Healing Paws For Warriors, Inc.

P.O. Box 4373
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549

850-716-8198

info@healingpawsforwarriors.org

officialhp4ws Healing Paws For Warriors, Inc.

H E A L I N G  P A W S  F O R  W A R R I O R S  I S  A  L O C A L  V E T E R A N - F O U N D E D / V E T E R A N -
L E D  5 0 1 ( C ) ( 3 )  T H A T  P R O V I D E S  R E S C U E  T O  T R A I N E D  S E R V I C E  D O G S  T O

V E T E R A N S  F A C E D  W I T H  P O S T  T R A U M A T I C  S T R E S S  D I S O R D E R  ( P T S D ) ,
T R A U M A T I C  B R A I N  I N J U R Y  ( T B I )  A N D / O R  M I L I T A R Y  S E X U A L  T R A U M A  ( M S T )

A T  N O  C O S T  T O  T H E  V E T E R A N  W I T H  C O N T I N U E D  S U P P O R T ,  H E L P I N G  T O
R E D U C E  T H E  S T A T I S T I C  O F  V E T E R A N  S U I C I D E  A N D  I N C R E A S E  S E L F  A N D

F A M I L Y  H E A L T H  A N D  W E L L N E S S .   W E  P R I D E  O U R S E L V E S  O N  B E I N G  A
R E S I L I E N T  P R O G R A M  W H I C H  R E P R E S E N T S  V E T E R A N S  H E L P I N G  V E T E R A N S

F R O M  P E R S O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E  A N D  T R A I N E D  S E R V I C E  D O G S .
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